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MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, US Forces-Afghanistan (USFOR-A) 
SUBJECT: (U) Findings and Recommendations for Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 
Investigation - Alleged Civilian Casualties in Kunduz District, Kunduz Province, 
Afghanistan on 3 November 2016 

1. (U) References. 


a. (U) Memorandum of Appointment, dated 8 November 2 t69 


b. (U) Army Regulation (AR) 15-6, Procedures for ative Investigations and 
Boards of Officers 


2. (U) Background. On 8 November 2016, | wd appointed by the USFOR-A 
Commander, along with 3.5¢ 


previously served ass taging areas for Taliban leaders and fighters prior the assault 
against Kunduz City in October 2016. The purpose of this mission was to disrupt future 
insurgent attacks on Kunduz City and to degrade the 1.4(a) 


(b) #S#FYEYY Based on the evidence collected during this investigation, we 
assess 33 civilians were killed, 27 civilians were wounded, and 
as a result of this operation. Additionally, we find reason to 
believe 26 insurgent fighters were either killed or wounded, and three key Taliban 
leaders were removed from the battlefield: Mullah Mutagqi (Taliban CDR - KIA), Mullah 
Maulawi Zia Rahman (Taliban CDR - KIA) and Mullah Maulawi Shir Agha 


-WIA). 
(c) tSHFYEYYAt| 14a —_| friendly forces infiltrated approximately 
14a Boz Village 14(a) and immediately reported 
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contact from PKM fire. [ 14a ] 


14a 


(d) #S#FVEY) The team entered Boz Village| 14a — |and received reports 
from airborne assets of individuals “peeking” around buildings and one individual 
carrying a PKM. Once inside the village, the lead element Pa biked their initial 
turn and made a wrong turn. At this point, the team received second contact from PKM 
fire to thei it. Instead tumi the | lement fell back, leaving the 


and west of their 


Simultaneously, the team began taking 
position. Effectively “pinned down”, 
coordinated fires with 
threat. After Close Air Support (CAS) assets engaged, things bégan to “calm down” and 
the partnered force continued the mission. Q 


fire from buildings to the soyth 


spanning the width of the road IA ding approximately ten to fifteen feet high. 


C 35 [Moved up to the lead blocking position (BP) closest to the 


gate to provide assistance 14a observed two individuals in the 


fire. 


14a, 14b 
multiple locations, 
them from buildings 


Because the team was pinned down by enemy fires from 
a to engage individuals shooting at 

While treating | 44a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 

14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 

14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c lata), 14b) 
14a, 14b 
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1.4{a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
1.4(a), 1.4 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(0), 35c 


14(a), 14(b), 3.5¢ 


h aY? Cs 
[JJ Aa) ADD ë k| 

144a), 14(p), 35c Pie 

1Afa), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 

1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 

1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 

1.4(a), 1.410), 3.5¢ 4) 

1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3500" 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
EN 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c According to all 


evidence examined, aircrews demonstrated incredible restraint, precision, and discipline 
during the employment of kinetic strikes. In all cases, they ensured fires were only 
directed at forces and locations which displayed either hostile action or hostile intent, 
and only after receiving clearance from the Ground Force Commander. 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 


1.4(a), 14(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c Were it not for the 
gallant and heroic actions of multiple members of and the outstanding 
3 
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professionalism of the aircrews, it is our assessment many more friendly forces would 
have been lost and a much larger CIVCAS event might have occurred. 


4. {S) Overview. 


a. (U) On 08 November 2016,|” 779 35c.”7 was appointed an IO, pursuant 
to AR 15-6, by COMRS to examine allegations of CIVCAS in Boz Village, Kunduz 
District, Kunduz Province, Afghanistan, as the result of a partnered Afghan-US 
operation on 02-03 November 2016. 


were appointed as Assistant IOs and|_ asc i UA a was pr: legal 


advisor for the team. 


b. (U) From 09-10 November, 15-6 members candle rom of the 
investigation, prioritized interviews, viewed air-to-groun e from AC-130 strikes, 
and considered evidence presented in an Extraordina! cao Casualty Assessment 


Review Board (E-CCARB) report on the same bra 


c. (U) On 11 November, the investigative team traveled to Camp Stephenson, 
Mazir-e-Sharif, to obtain relevant informati the[ 35c ]appointed by NATO 
Special Operations Joint Task Force - AGRanitan (SOTJF-A) to investigate the nature 
of US casualties that occurred durin same operation. The team was presented 
sworn statements from members of for consideration. Members examined 
each of these statements to dete: eir relevancy (as related to the allegations of 
CIVCAS) and to avoid redunda 


d. (SHEVEY) On 12 vel r, the team traveled to Camp Pamir, Kunduz, to 
interview Abdullah Sahi independent journalist and the only “outsider” who had 
been granted access 


o2 Village since the incident. The team also obtained 
documentary fooi isualties and structural damage as a resu of the operation. In 
addition, members interviewed the Provincial Governor of Kund adullah 
Omarkhiel, the Director of Kunduz Hospital, Abdul Raouf, and 
Combat Controller (JTAC) from the Quick Reaction Force (QR 
the operation. 


e. (SHEVEY) On 13 November, members of the [35c] returned to Camp 
Stephenson and interviewed the Team Sergeant for 
35c and 35c Also, the 
team interviewed the aircrew from 35c 
L 14a” JAH-64 aircraft on station during the operation. 
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f. (U) On 14 November, the team traveled to Bagram Airfield and interviewed 
representatives from SOJTF-A operations, LEGAD, and INTEL regarding the 
development, approval and execution of the mission, Task Force (TF) Iron Eagle to 
obtain AH-64 footage from the incident, and TF Odin to view relevant ISR Battle 
Damage Assessment (BDA) from the village. 


g. (SHEVEY) On 15 November, the team interviewed personnel from SOTF 
involved in development, approval and execution of the mission, and conducted a 
secure phone interview with the aircrew from 35c 
who were the[ 35c |AH-64 aircrew involved in the operation. They-also conducted 
computer-based interviews me n ee oD 130 pilots from 


the Combined Joint Special Operations Air Component (CJS: 


Hilaluddin Helal, who had been appointed by the Presi Afghanistan (PoA) to 
investigate the CIVCAS incident, in order to dete: findings and conclusions of 
the Afghan report. 


h. (U) On 17 November, the team met with oe T 'p Defense, LTG 


crews 14a involv le operation and started writing the 


report of the investigation. 


5. (SHEVEY) Summary of Rele! Material Facts. The appointment directed us to 
answer eleven specific questionsin our investigation. Each of these are addressed, in 
turn, in the following paragrap hs) 


a. aaranir3 Ident iyan 


i. (U) On 18 November, the team re’ ved Pal statements from the two AC-130 


describe the nature of the mission, to include facts 


The objective of Operation OQAB MJOLNIR (MJOLNIR) was for 

US and Afghan Forces to conduct a partnered raid in Boz Village in order “to deny [the] 

enemy safe haven, prevent staging of enemy troops | 14(a) a 
14a with a kill or capture order for Malawi Mansour.” 

Exhibit O). Furthermore, the mission CONOP states the purpose was { 14 | 

and relieve pressure against friendly forces within 
enabling GIRoA forces to regain momentum to retake lost territory and to 
provide an increase of popular support.” (Exhibit A). 


2) (8 Background. 14a) 
14a 
5 
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14a 


(d) (S/EVEY) Execution. 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 
14(a), 14(b), 3.5c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3 5c G 
E 
() 


14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 14(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 


1.4(a), 14(b)8.5c 
1.4(a) 1 4613 


Po TA AND sc [| 


NG 
4 4b 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 

14a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
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14(a) 14(b) 35c 
14(a), 14(b), 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 

14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 
14(a), 14(b), 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 


A(a), 14(b), 3.4 


(vi) (SHEVEY) A post-rehearsal debrief was condu with adership 


covering the topics that the ODA would have covered: MA! 2 | 
The ODA reviews spl wih te 
then continued to build their plan. (Exhibit E). 


who 


(vii) (SHEVEY¥) On 2 November at 1801 
their operational order (OPORD) to their Subo 


leadership briefed 
. (Exhibit E). 


1.4{a), 1.4b, 3.5¢ 


1.4(a), 1.4b, 3.5¢ 
(viii) tiation into Boz Village. 
(1) Prior to the team’s insertion, multiple sources reported 


ICOMs chatter coming from the village which hinted at the possibility the Taliban was 
preparing to stand and fight. (Exhibit LL). The team was aware of this, chatter and 
considered this normal for the type of operation they were conducting." 


14(a), 14b, 35c 


14(a), 14b, 35c 


14(a), 14b, 35c 
14(a), 14b, 35c 
"While not specifically mentioned in sworn statements, during interviews with the B35c]investigative team, 
bi bob mentioned hearing the ICOMs chatter as they began the operation on 
je night oi lovem! 
8 
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Residents of villages near Boz Village could hear the helicopters. 


(3) (SHFVEYY[” 14@ |was located in flooded fields approximately 1.5 
kilometers (km) from the objective. (Exhibit E). As the CH-47s departed the HLZ, the 
team heard PKM fire coming from the direction of the village 
consisting of three to four bursts of eight to ten rounds of fire. (Exhibits E, G). The 
team and the CH-47 crews did not observe any tracer rounds. (Exhibits E, G). 

Because the fire from the PKM at the HLZ was “ineffective”, this w: ot criteria to abort 
the mission. (Exhibit E). 


14(a), 14b, 
14(a), 14(b) 


14(a), 1.4(b) 


7 
1.4(a), 1 dk 
14(a) 14b), 
PG Moy 


1.4(a), 1.4b, 14(c) 
14(a), 1.4b, 14(c) 
14(a), 14b, 14(c) 


(1) (SHEVEY) Once inside the village, the lead element 


missed their initial turn, and then made a wrong turn to the north. (Exhibit E). As the 


TAG), 140), 140) 


14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4(c) 
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14(a), 14b, 1.4c 
14(a), 14b, 14c 


Ey 


1.4(a), 1.4b, 14c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 14b, 14c, 35c 
14(a), 14b, 14c, 35c 


1.4(a), 14b, 14c, 3.5c 


1.4(a), 1.4b, 14c, 3.5c 
1.4(a), 14b, 14c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 14(b), 1.4c 
14(a) 14(b) 14c 


14(a), 14(b) 14c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c 
4 Ala), 4 Alb), 14c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c 
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14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c 
A(a), 14(b), 14 


(ix) (SHEMEY) Movement to COI 4. 


(1) (S#EVEY) As the team pushed south from COI 2, they received a call 
stating that unfavorable weather would move in later in the morning, thus, causing them 
to move up exfil b 14), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5c © 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c S 


14(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 
1:4(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 


(SHEVEY)| HA 1.4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 
Ka 1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 35c 


140), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 


14(a), 14(b), 14c, 3.5c 
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1 A(a), 14(b), 14c, 3 5c 


14(a) 1- 14c, 3 5c 


142), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 1 4(b) 14c, 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
14(a), 14(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 


| aa atte O | 
1.4(a), 14(b), 14c, 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5C ¢ O 


14(a), 14(b), 1.4c, 35c 
14(a) 1.4(b), 14c, 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
14(a),14(b), 14c, 35c 
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1 A(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 
14(a), 14(b) 14c, 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5c 
14(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5c 
14(a), 14b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 35c 


14(a), 14(b), 14c, 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4¢, 35c 


© 
(xii) (SHEVEY) Movement to the second Éakuarty Collection Point (CCP2). 


4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(0), 1.4c, 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 
1.4(b), 14c, 3.5c 


© 
2) {SHF wy) 14) 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 1.4(b), 1.4c, 3.5¢ 


14(a), 14(b), 14c,3.5c 
14(a), 14(b), 14c, 3.5c 
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14(a), 14(b 
14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b) 


14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 

14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 3.5¢ 
1.4(a), 14(b) 14c, 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 14c, 35c 


(xiii) (SHEVEY) Reconsolidation at CCP: 
Force (QRF). < 


AN 
Ata), 1Åtb), 35c 
4a) 4 
Aa), 1.4(b) 


Viw@iay | 
ea 14(a), 14b 
[Eee 14la) 1.4(0), 35c 
[L 14a)14p)35c 4 | ] 


14(a), 14b, 35c 


1.4(a), 14b, 3.5c 
conducted personnel accountability. | 3.5c JUS 
(Exhibit E). 


14(a), 14b, 35c 


personnel were litter patients: 


Based on these numbers, it was the 


team could not effectively exfil the casualties and fight their way out of the villagead, 140, b.5c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c | 
14a, 14b, 35c 
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(xiv) (SHEVEY) US ODA efforts to defend CCP2. 


(1) {S The team continued to receive fires from the south and 


southwest of 


14a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 

14a, 14b, 35c 


1| 


B s F, 
During the next approximately two hoursin[? 142 140,350 | 
14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 


14a14,35 NO 


ain 
14a, 14b. 85t, 
Gd 


14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 1.4b, 35c 


(xv) {SEVE QRF launch from Camp PAMIR. 


1) (SHA 14a, 14b, 35c 


1.4a, 14b, 35c 

14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
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14a, 14b, 3.5c 


14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 


14a, 14b, 35c 

14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 


| database” 
1.4a, 1.4, 3.5¢ o 


(xvi) (S#EVEY) QRF arrival and infiltration of Boz yy age. 


14(a), 14(b) 


(xvii) (SHEVEY). Exfiltration of ODA, KKA, and QRF from Boz Village. 


1) (SHA 14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3.5c 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 


(SIEVEY,” ta tye i O 
14(a), 1.4(b) 3.5c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
1a), 1.4(b), 35c 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
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14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 


1 A(a), 14(b) 3 5c 
14(a), 14(b) 35c 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 


. Everyone in the formation ran off 


excepi] 


to stop the bleeding. (Exhibits E, G). 1.4(a), 35c 


14(a), 3.5c 
1.4(a), 35c Th tion remained in 
this position for close to an hour while the remainder of teal in behind them and 
started setting up security. O 


4a, 14b, 3.5 


o) MEDEVAC HLZ received PKM and SAF fires from enemy 
s E, G, H). Only one 14a, 14b, 35c was able to land due 
t the HLZ. As the HLZ received a hail of fires. 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 3.5c 
1.4a, 14b, 35c 


(2) 
positions nearby. 
to the fires directe: 


14a, 1.4b, 35c 


(3) (S#EVEY) As thela. 14b. 34eft the HLZ, friendly forces took extremely 
accurate fire from a PKM that pinned the team down, to the point that the team could 
not return fire with their own organic weapons systems. 
cleared ha, 1.40, 3.bto ps the structure with the PKM. (Exhibits E, G). Because of the 
fires they received at| 14a, 1.4b,35c | the second HH-60 could not land to extract the 


17 


MDR 17-0063 017 12/01/17 


SECPET PEEL TO EY 


USFOR-A-CJ3 


SUBJECT: 4S) Findings and Recommendations for Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation - 
Alleged Civilian Casualties in Kunduz District, Kunduz Province, Afghanistan on 3 November 
2016 


remaining casualties. 44a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
(ix) (SHEVEY) Exfiltration. 

(1) (SHFVEY) Due to the fires at[ 14a, 14b, 35c |, the decision was made to 
head further south for exfil with The QRF set up security to 
the north in order to cover the movement to the airfield. 14a, 1.4b, 3 

14a, 1.4b, 3.5c 
14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ ~ 
14a, 14b, 35c — 
1.4a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 

2) ts At the exfil HLZ, security was set(upjby 

ich took a “substantial amount of time. (Exhibit H). 


ontinued to receive fires 


14a, 14b, 3. 
14a4 4 
14a, 14b, 35c 
(3) (SHEVEY) As the ka. 1ap'adlanded at the HLZ, the rotor wash created 
brownout conditions that made it diffi ex t for team members to see anything beyond two 
meters to their front. (Exhibit H)»he USSF had the KKA load on the aircraft first and 
conduct accountability, which cal sed the aircraft to remain at the HLZ for several 


minutes. ODA and QRF placed] 142,14b,35c |body in the first aircraft. (Exhibit H). As 
they lifted from the Cc gunner engage two individuals 


firing on the aircraft. ibit G). 
b. {SHEVEY) Identify and describe all forces that were involved, includin 


Afghan National Defense and Security Forces and hostile forces. 


Tala), 140) 


14(a), 14(b) | 
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1.4(a), 1.4(b) 


14(a), 1.4(b) 
14(a), 14(b) | 
(SHEVEY) 


1.4(a), 1.4(b) 


[ 14(a), 141b) O 
1.4(a), 1.4(b) % 
14(a), 14b)” | O 
14a), 14b N 
1.4(a), 1.4(b) i. tf — 14a), 14(b) 
1.4(a), sto 


Bajo), Tao) 
Nita 14(b 


gat O 


1.4(a), 1.4(b) 
14(a), 1.4(b) 


@ 
D oak å O 
SN 


14(a), 14(b 


14(a), 14o) 
14(a), 1.4(b) 


14(a), 14(b) 


14(a), 1.4(b) 


c. (SHFVEY) Provide the specific operational authorities for the mission, i.e., 
what rules of engagement, tactical guidance, tactical directives, or other 
operational orders governed the mission, and determine whether they were 


followed. Identify and describe the basis for the use of force for the strikes. 
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1.4(a), 1.4(b) 
14a), 14(b) 
14(a), 14(b) 


As the preponderance of evidence in the 
investigation demonstrates, it is clear that US ground and air assets at all times acted in 
a manner which followed the aforementioned authorities and guidance, and applied 
discriminate and proportional fires in the defense of US forces and jorized Afghan 
personnel during the engagement in Boz Village. 


(2) (SHFVEY) Importantly, none of the authorities appli this operation limit 
the inherent right of US forces to engage in individual, uni authorized Afghan 
forces self-defense. (Enclosures VI, para. 4 & 5; VII PP 


(a) (S#EVEY) According to applicable aude, Afghan Special Forces are 
“authorized” to receive US air-to-ground sup, when they are on “accompanied” 


operations with US forces. (Enclosure VI 


was able to engage the enemy for the self-defense of USSF, as well as in defense of 
their Afghan military partners. 


© when US forces accompany Afghan forces 
14a, 14b 


14a, 14b 


At this time, the ODA were 
then located in the center of an ambush and were required to fight their way out in 
defense of both themselves and their Afghan partners. 
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(a) (SHEVEY) “Positive identification” (PID) of a target is the reasonable certainty 
that the object of attack is a valid milita . (Enclosure VI, para. 10(c)). 


14a, 1.4b Furthermore, aircrews with PID of a hostile act or 
demonstrated hostile intent against US forces or authorized Afghan forcesf4a, 14b 
14a, 14b 


are authorized to unilaterally engage in defensive fires. 
(Enclosure VI, para. 9(b)). 


(b) (SHEVEY) All evidence obtained in support of this inve {Gatton indicates that 


44a, 1.4b X The only structure that was 
entered by US forces was the compound that was used as the CCP while friendly forces 
awaited QRF and EXFIL. (Exhibits i G) In this instance, entry by US forces was 


appropriate, as it was clearly requi self-defense to provide cover and concealment 
from the enemy fires. 


Air-Delivered Munitions (ADM) in self- 


defense of USF or th 


ive self-defense of authorized Afghan forces. (Enclosures 
VI, para. 9(b): vi bara a). During the operation in question, both creel ane 
Ce a ed the combat controller, Lala ] to clear fires. (Exhibits E, 
G). Based on the available evidence, it is clear ADM strikes during the operation were 
approved by the GFC. (Exhibits E, G). 


14a, 14b 


14a,14b 
14a, 14b 
44a, 1.4b 
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14a,14b 
14a,14b 


14a, 14b 


14a, 14b 


14a, 1.4b 
14a, 14b 


information he passed to the Air Weapons Team and AC 130 Aircraft Commander 


during the engagement. O 
ni 


(1) (S#FVEY) Based on the mapag mined, it is apparent that the Ground 
Force Commander's (GFC) decisio! ll for Close Air Support (CAS) were 
appropriate and for the self-defen IS forces. Both the GFC and the CTC who 
cleared the majority of the fires wan on-scene and in direct line-of-sight of the targets 
being cleared to strike. 


(2) (SHEVEY) A revi the tapes of engagements by both the AC-130s and the 
AH-64s illustrates pr d focused air-to-ground fires. (Exhibit MM).1 
14a, 14b 
14a, 14b | 
14a, 14b 
14a, 1.4b 


14a, 14b | 


14a, 1.4b 


(3) (S#EVEY) All air-to-ground strikes during the operation were cleared by the 
GFC through the combat controller or were conducted by air assets with positive 
identification of enemy forces engaging in hostile acts or demonstrations of hostile intent 
toward US forces. (Exhibits G, AA). 

1.4(a) 


14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
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4) (SHEVEY) Friendly forces took fire immediately upon arrival at 
| ta | (Exhibits E, G). Throughout the night, ODA 0224 


took increasingly accurate and lethal fires from enemy forces in Boz Village. (Exhibits 


E, G). Although there were ovef ——t4@)_—_—_ air-to-ground engagements by 
several different air assets during this mission, each one was focused on the defense of 
friendly forces which were in direct contact with the enemy. 


14a, 14b, 3.5c 


14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 14b, 35c 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c l) 


1.4a, 14b,3 5c 4 
14a, 14b, 35c | C 
14a, 1.4b, 35c N (Exhibit G). 


a" 
ta, Jb, 35c 


14ta) 
14a, 14b, 35c 


xhibits E, G). 
describes the scene on-ground immediately after the grenade was thrown 
as “taking fire from all directions . . . pinned down in the middle of the street 
and there was no way we could have maneuvered out without the air fires. If we could 
have done it another way, we would have. We didn't have any other options.” (Exhibit 
G). Even so, he had the 14(a), 14b, 35c 


unlikely to destroy structures and effect collateral damage. (Exhibit G). 


8) (SHEVEY) 14a, 14b, 35c 
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enemies shooting across the gate. (Exhibit G). He eventually cleared the 
engage some of the two-story buildings they were taking fire from with in 
order to neutralize the enemy threat. (Exhibit G). 


(9) (S#EVEY) The most damage caused to structures during the operation was 


actually caused by a 14a (Exhibit G). Friendly forces were 
taking fire from a building in the 14ta) that was being used as a weapons 
cache. When the | 1.4(a) 

1.4(a) 


14a) 


2. 
ibiPG). According to 
sent to investigate the 


14(a) 
LTG Helal, a senior representative of the PoA who had been 
incident, 


there was no way for friendly forces to predict 
of destruction that was caused by the enemy usi 


ral 
C uN Jv 
a = Da 
or weapons caches. Q~ 


10) (SHEVEY) Once friendly forces este 
[| 142 |to assist in extraction 


14a, 14b, 3.5c KZ 


joint where friendly forces were defending the CCP 
urate enemy fire. During this part of the operation 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b,3.5c 
14a, 14b, 3.5c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 14b, 35c 


and taking a heavy amount © 


14a, 1.4b, 3.5c 


12) (SHA As the friendly forces began MEDEVAC and EXFIL procedures, 
continued to clear air-to-ground strikes on enemies engaging them with 
machine guns and grenades. (Exhibit G). 14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a,14b, 35c 
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while also having (Exhibit G). Only with this level of 


suppressive air fire was the HLZ clear enough to allow the MEDEVAC helicopter to 
land. (Exhibit G). During EXFIL at the secondary HLZ, also had to 
coordinate fires to clear the site for the landing. (Exhibi 


13) (SHEVEY) In 14a 


14(a) 


(a) (SHEVEY) GUN 04, Hellfire 1. There was a structure in the vicinity ofh, 1.40, 45c 
that was occupied by enemy forces who were firing at friendl force pestrictin 
ability of friendly forces to maneuver. (Exhibit BB). 4 


1.4a, 1.4b, 3.5c 


1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


| 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b,35c 
14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 14b, 3.5c 


14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 1.4b, 3.5c 
14a, 14b, 35c 


ee Pn | 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 
eee a UUU 


(SHEVEY) 


|| O Omba OS 35c 
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14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 


1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


1 4a, 14b, 3.5¢ 


(f) (SHFVEY [ 14a, 14b, 35c 
at an Afghan HMMWV that had been stolen by enemy forces. (Exhibits G, AA). The 
vehicle was parked in the open, with no personnel around. Exhi it AA). The vehicle 
was military equipment possessed and used by the enem Lan d posed a at to 


thre 
friendly forces. 
a 


14a, 1.4b, 35c 


14a, 1.4, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
1.4a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 


2 14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 3.5c 
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reported the following in his sworn statement. 14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 
142, 1.4b, 35c 
3 14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 35c roughout as evidenced in his sworn statement and 


those of the combat enablers. With regards to the specific authorities utilized during the 
strikes, the combat enablers conducted air strik e GFC’s — of self- 
defense of his personnel as per 14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 
authorize the combat enablers to engage combatants. 
14a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


to 


14a, 1.4b, 3.5c 
outside of a compound, 


reports an instance of identifying non-combatants, located 

he did not engage. (Exhibit W). In reading through the 
remaining witness, = s, it is likely that non-combatants remained inside of their 
houses during the ments in Boz Village and out of view of the ground force and 
other combat tee . Itis then plausible that combatants were intermixed with non- 
combatants inside ort the structures that they used as cover, while engaging the ground 
force. Simply put, both ground and air forces identified individuals as combatants 
because they were armed and shooting directly at the ground force (either in the open 
or from within a structure), or they were armed and maneuvering towards the ground 
force with obvious hostile intent. 


f. (SHEVEY) Identify and describe the US, Coalition Forces, and Afghan 
aircraft and the munitions involved in the incident. Describe the targetin 
methodology applied. What was the objective of the fires? Determine whether 
there was positive identification of the targets: whether there was an assessment 
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on the expected collateral damage by the fires: and whether there was 


proportional use of force. 
US Aircraft. 
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14a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 1.4b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 


1.4a, 14b, 3.5¢ 
14a, 1.4b, 35c 
14a, 1.4b,35¢_ S 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


14a, S 
14a, 441 
14a, 14b, 35c 


1.4(a), 1.4(b) 


1.4(a), 1.4(b) 
1.4(a), 1.4(b) 


14a, 14b, 35c 
14a, 14b, 35c 


14a, 14b, 35c 
1.4a, 1.4b, 35C 


1.4a, 1.4b, 35c 


(6) (SHEVEY) Assessment of Expected Collateral Damages from Air 
Defense Munitions (ADM). The AWT air crews did not observe 
any civilians in the vicinity of the targets they engaged. also 
did not observe civilians in the vicinity of the targets they engaged. (Exhibits V, W). 
When civilians were observed, the air crews did not conduct engagements. (Exhibit W). 
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the JTAC clearing all ADM, did not observe any civilians in the vicinity of 
or in the structures that the enemy was using to cover their engagements against US 


and Afghan forces. All engagements were cleared against structures or individuals 
conducting fires against US and Afghan forces on the ground. No engagements were 
directed against structures or individuals that were not actively taking part in hostilities 
against US and Afghan forces on the ground. 


(7) (S#FVEY) Proportional Use of Force. The intensity of the enemy fires was 
such that US and Afghan forces could not disengage from contact with the enemy or 


exfil without the assistance of ATG fires. According to the eviden Ilected, aircrews 
started suppressive fires with the smallest caliber weapons avail KO 14(a) 
and only escalated their fires r munitions 


if suppressive efforts were ineffective. (E: , G, H, MM). In all 
cases, ADM were only used against locations and indivi served by 35c 
or the aircrews that were engaging US and Afghan forces. ever cleare 
fires against structures or individuals that were n firing at against US and 
Afghan forces. (Exhibits G, H, V, W, AA, BB). A lly, aircrews did not engage 


any locations where civilians were identified. (Exhibit W). ATG fires were limited to 
suppressing the enemy who was engagini d Afghan ground forces from the open 
and from inside of structures from the imeat initial ambush ata, chuntil exfil. 


(Exhibits G, MM). Ò 
A 


ge. After considering the 
structures in Boz Village were either 


were 
damaged or destroyed a: Ra of this combat operation. 


(3) (SHFVEY) The estimated [  1a.1b,1c damaged or destroyed corresponds 


closely with the figures given by senior Afghan officials on the incident. The President 
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of Afghanistan’s report estimated 7 buildings were destroyed during the operation. 
(Exhibit eT The Provincial Governor stated between 9-10 structures were destroyed. 
14a 


Exhibit X). 
14a (Exhibit C). In addition, an independent Afghan journalist, Abdullah Sahel, 
who surveyed the damage in the village the next day and provided footage to the 
investigation team, reported 8 buildings were destroyed. (Exhibits Y, KK). Due to the 
unsecure nature of Boz Village, with the exception of Mr. Sahel, none of the individuals 
or organizations (to include the investigative team) was able to physically go to Boz 
Village to view the damage. 


above, it is the assessment of the | 1.a, 1, 1.c | the force US ground and air 
assets was, at all times, in compliance with OFS 


(Enclosures V, VI, VIII). In 
addition, the use of force in this operation at alljtimes complied with the Law of Armed 
Conflict (LOAC), and adequately consider Ai oncepts of: 1) military necessity, 2) 


applicable tactical guidance. As stated in the answers,t paragraphs c and d 
pat 


distinction, 3) proportionality, and 4) unne suffering/humanity. (DoD Law of War 
Manual, para. 2.2). 


(1) (S#FVEY) Military nece c3 . Military necessity is defined by the US 
Department of Defense as “the principle that justifies the use of all measures needed to 
defeat the enemy as quickly. a nd) efficiently as possible that are not prohibited by the law 
of war.” (para. 2.2). Throughout the entire operation, targets were engaged only when 
it was necessary to do s6,injorder to save the lives of friendly forces. There are 
accounts from nue rces indicating that the air-to-ground fires were necessary 
in order to keep d forces alive. (Exhibits E, G, AA, BB). 


(2) (S#FVEY, Distinction. Considered one of the foundational principles of the 
law of armed conflict, “distinction” is the concept that “military attacks should be directed 
at combatants and military targets, and not civilians or civilian property.” (LOAC 
Deskbook). In this operation, targets were engaged with organic and air-delivered fires 
only after identification that the targets were enemy forces that posed an immediate 
threat to friendly forces. Friendly forces, especially air assets, often positively identified 


prior to engaging. “Additionally, while homes in a village would 
typically be considered protected civilian structures, when the enemy occupied and 
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defended the structures, they converted to lawful targets that could be engaged in the 
defense of friendly forces. 


(3) (SHFVEY) Proportionality. 


(a) (U) The accepted definition of “proportionality” comes from Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection 
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (AP |), and states “[a]n attack which may be 
expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian 
objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete 
and direct military advantage anticipated” would violate the con proportionality.” 
(art. 51(5)b). Essentially, “proportionality” requires military fort a 7 Paa the risk of 
collateral damage to civilians against the military objective d by the attack. 

(b) (SHEVEY) Friendly forces during the o INS in Boz Village adhered to 
the concept of proportionali 
beginning with 


ta 1b 1c 
ta, 1b,1¢ | 
1a 1b, 1.¢ 


1a, 1b, 1c 
1.a, 1b, 1.c in order 
to protect friendly forces. 


(4) (SHEVEY) Unnecessary suffering/humanity. The final principle of the law of 
armed conflict to examine is that of humanity, or the protection against unnecessary 
suffering. Despite evidence the enemy was using residences as fighting positions and 
employing fighting techniques which might be equated to using “human shields,” it is 
readily apparent friendly forces took every precaution to minimize the extent of damage 
to civilians as well as to safeguard against unnecessary suffering of enemy forces. 
Whenever it was possible, friendly forces engaged with the smallest munition available 
that was capable of producing the necessary effects. Force was escalated as 
necessary to eliminate the threat to friendly forces and allow them to safely maneuver, 
while also causing the least possible collateral damage. 


32 


SECRET RE m TIDA EE 
MDR 17-0063 032 12/01/17 


SECPET PEEL TG EY 


USFOR-A-CJ3 

SUBJECT: 4S) Findings and Recommendations for Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 Investigation - 
Alleged Civilian Casualties in Kunduz District, Kunduz Province, Afghanistan on 3 November 
2016 


i. (SHEVEY) Determine the number of military and civilian personnel killed or 
wounded during the event. After considering the available evidence, we assesses 33 
civilians were killed and 27 were wounded as a result of the operation. In addition, we 
assess 26 insurgent fighters were likely killed or wounded. 


(1) (U) Although the investigative team was not able to personally witness any of 
the casualties due to security concerns, estimates were remarkably consistent across 
all sources questioned. In general, viewed the casualty figures provided by Mr. 
Omarkhiel (the provincial governor) and Mr. Sahel (the journalist) were the most 
credible. (Exhibits X, Y). Mr. Omarkhiel's figures were based fro; e/number of dead 
civilians was brought to his palace by their families. (Exhibit fact was 
supported by video evidence. (Exhibit Y). In addition, Mr. iel personally visited 
the wounded in the Kunduz hospital (a fact corroborate! e hospital director) and 
paid remittances from his funds to each of the wounde; deceased. (Exhibits X, Z). 
In addition, we assessed the journalist’s estimate: ly credible since he was 
spoke directly to the villagers themselves, and pri video footage of these 
interactions, immediately after the incident om - none of the GIROA officials had been 


permitted in the town). (Exhibits Y, KK,). g to both sources, 33 civilians were 
killed and 27 were injured during the oper: (Exhibits X, Y). 


(2) (U) Due to a lack of relia’ lligence, we relied on statements of those 
interviewed to determine an esti Taliban casualties. (Exhibits X, Y, NN). None 
of the GIROA officials witnesse: aliban dead or wounded personally since they 


were not permitted access ti Cc village, and Taliban casualties were likely transported 
to locations outside of GI re ntrol. (Exhibits X, Y, NN). With this in mind, the most 
reliable sources estima’ at between 26-27 Taliban members were killed and 
between 17-26 Taba na bers were wounded. (Exhibits X, Y). 


1a, 1b, 1c 


1a, 1b, 1.¢ 


j. (S4FVEY) Determine whether Afghan officials made condolence payments 
following the incident, and if so, to whom and how much they have paid. 


Document who authorized such payments, if made. 
14b 
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14b 


(1) (U) Mr. Omarkhiel, the provincial governor, reported that he provided 100,000 
AFS to each of the families of the 33 killed and an additional 50,000 AFS to the families 
of the 27 wounded in the Kunduz hospital. (Exhibit X). According to Mr. Omarkhiel, the 
money was from his official funds. (Exhibit X). 


14(b) 


(4) (U) Although multiple a iithin GIRoA take credit for the payment, the 


amounts paid (100,000 AFS per de and 50,000 per wounded) is consistent. The 
fact remittances were immediatel lends credibility to the fact a large CIVCAS 
event occurred and it was re: by the GIROA leadership in Kunduz as a 
potentially destabilizing crisi 
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14(a), 14(b), 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 14(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 
14(a), 1.4(b), 35c 


14a), 1.4(b), 35c 
1.4(a), 1.4(b), 35c 


1.4(a), 1.4(b), 3: 


(2) (SHEVEY) na Personnel. 


(a) ing the operation on 2-3 Nov 16, USSF performed in an 
exemplary ve face of a determined enemy. At one point in the battle, with 
multiple wounded personnel, the US contingent remained in an area under direct enemy 
fire as they attempted to treat the wounded and plan for evacuation. When they were 
able to move into a compound and establish a CCP, US personnel provided treatment 
to the wounded, returned and directed fires, and did their best to rally their partners. 
Their exemplary performance continued under fire for approximately three hours, all the 
way up to the point of evacuation south of the village. (Exhibits E, G). 


b) uee [vas] without regard 
for his own safety, performed with great valor in the face of the enemy; continuousl 
rallying his men to fight and assisting with the wounded. With the GFC, 
mortally wounded, [ 1.45,35c Jassumed command of the element and continued to direct 
the fight for an additional three hours. His actions were a major contributing factor to 
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the survival of over fifty US and KKA personnel. All consideration should be given to 
decorating| 1.4b,3.5c |for valor. 


(c) (S#EVEY) | 14b,35c | performed heroically 
during the operation; directing withering air-to-ground fires against an entrenched and 


determined enemy force for an approximate three hour period of time. With little regard 
for his SS greg ag himself to enemy fire throughout the operation, 
where he directed as many aska) sjair-to-ground engagements. His cool-headedness 


under fire and technical expertise, prevented the further loss of US and ASSF life, and 
was the predominant factor that broke the back of the enemy’s spent overwhelm 


the ground force that day. All consideration should be given to ing 
for valor. 


(d) {SHEVEY) [140,.35¢ |deceased, was my for operation until 
cl 


succumbing EDT wounds that he received, while attempting lear a compound for use 
asa CCP. During the contact vhere NG ultiple elements of the ground 
force were killed and wounded,[”3”D ]Ssaw[ gb.35c |sprint past his position alone 
back into the “kill zone” in an effort to recover KKA wounded. Under withering fire, 
he successfully pulled one of the KKA wo! ck to the ccm CCP at the 
roadside. All consideration should be avon kamal see | | 1b,35c | for valor. 


(e) (SHEVEY) The US Aircre performed admirably 
during the mission, provided life. ir-to-ground Tres that u imately prevented the 
Taliban from overwhelming an itroying the ground force. Consideration should be 
given to awarding all aircre applicable service awards relating specifically to this 
engagement. 


(f) 

npanied the mission performed in an exemplary manner throughout 
he operation. As aygroup, they were | 14(b), 3.5c 

helpful to the greater mission 


(3) (SH#EVEY) Tactical Considerations. The following is a listing of tactical 


considerations for incorporation into future planning. It is not meant to second-guess or 
deride any of the decisions made by participants in this operation. 
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[/ 
(b) (S#FVEY) Considerations for HLZ Selectiol AN 


(1) (S#FVEY) Selecting a proper HLZ ti ort a mission is a difficult task, 
and one with no perfect solution. There are a ave of considerations including terrain, 
A(a) 


weather, altitude, assets available, locati to the objective, enemy capabilities, 
this operation 44(a) 


and fitness and capability of the partner fi 
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(5) (SHEVEY) In conclusion, the srobkgtecson toutilize[ 14a)14 | 


was not incorrect or tactically wrong; however. ar that their efforts to mitigate the 
risk of the HLZ’s location b' 


1.4(a) 


(c) (S#FVEY) Size of G © Relative to the Objective Area and Enem 
Force. ( 5 


(1) F\ ne difficult planning factor at the tactical level is 


determining whether t sufficient forces to accomplish the mission relative to a 


host of environmentaktactors, most notably, the size of the objective and number of 


(2) (SHEVEY) For this operation, overhead imagery indicates that Boz Village 
consists of more than 400 structures. Typical to the country, most structures are part of 
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14(a), 14(b) 
This left the remainder of the force that was not already dead or wounded 
to deal with a determined enemy fighting from residential homes. with the 
employment of effective air-to-ground fires, the ground force wa: grave danger. 
ground force within the CCP, in so 
moved to within such close proximity of theof the friendly j 
had difficulty suppressing the enemy without impacting fri forces. (Exhibits AA, 
BB). The point here is that air-to-ground fires cannot completely mitigate complex 
1.4a, 14b 


(4) #S#EVEY In conclusion, the SFQDA planned for a ground force and air 
asset package with sufficient combat ons a e to the size of the objective and 
4b 


enemy force based on previous missions the area. 14a, 1.4b 


4b 


to-ground fires within magpa. terrain are limited when engaging an enemy 
entrenched in structures and lil Ta termixed with civilians. All these factors should be 


included in the calculus of d 


ining sufficient combat power for the mission. 


2 This percentage was obtained by subtracting the number of killed and wounded KKA at that time from 
their original number, compared with the number of original USSF, minus USSF wounded. 
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14(a) 14b 


14(a), 14b | 
14(a), 1.4b l 


14(a),1.4b | 
14(a), 14b 


(3) (SHEVEY) In conclusion, planning for and fielding a viable QRF is of 
extreme importance. All care must be given to ensure that the entire QRF, for every 
mission, is trained, rehearsed and ready to respond if called. 

14(a), 14b 
1.4(a), 14b 
1.Ala), 14b 


Q 
xx 
6. {SHFYEY} Findings. After carefully — the following: 
a. (SHFVEY) Civilian Casualties. 


(1) 4SHEVEY) Based on the were lected during this investigation, we 
assess 33 civilians were killed, 27 civil re wounded, and 8-11 structures were 
destroyed or damaged as a result of eration. Additionally, we find reason to 
believe 26 insurgent fighters were r killed or wounded, and three key Taliban 
leaders were removed from the paltlefield: Mullah Mutagi (Taliban CDR - KIA), Mullah 
Maulawi Zia Rahman (Talib: R - KIA) and Mullah Maulawi Shir Agha (Objective 
STONE PALMER - WIA). 


(2) (SHEVEY) N. are confident that the damage occurred as a result of 
the operation in Bi illage on 2-3 November 2016, we were unable to determine the 
exact cause of each, structure damaged or person injured or killed. It is unquestionable 
that there were over (1.4@)air-to-ground engagements conducted by US air assets. 
However, collateral damage was also caused by Taliban machine gun fire and 
grenades, as well as the explosion caused by the destruction of the 
weapons/ammunition cache that the Taliban hid within a residential neighborhood. 


b. (S#FVEY) Use of Force. 


(1) {SYE As the preponderance of evidence in the investigation 
demonstrates, it is clear that US ground and air assets at all times followed applicable 
authorities and guidance. Air assets continuously applied discriminate and proportional 
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fires in the defense of US forces and authorized Afghan personnel during the 
engagement in Boz Village. 


2 During the operation in question, the enemy engaged| 1.41) | 


14(a), 14c 
14(a), 14b 
14(a), 14b 


(Exhibits E, G}. © 


ident the ground force 
n adequate defense 


(3) (SHEVEY) Given these things in combination, it is 
could neither maneuver away from enemy contact nor not 
using only their organic weapons systems. (Exhibits E, rdingly, the US GFC 
appropriately authorized multiple air-to-ground (A/G) e ments in the collective self- 


defense of US Forces. (Exhibits E, G, V, W). Q= 
c. (SHEVEYY | FOES | 


14(a), 14b 
14(a), 14b 


14(a), 1.4b 


d. (S#FVEY) Performance of the National Mine Reduction Group (NMRG). The 


four members of the, NMRG that accompanied the mission performed in an exempla 
manner throughout the operation. 14b) 
1.4(b) 


Performance of USSF. During 1.4(a), 1.4b on 2-3 
Nov 46, US members of | 143.5 | performed in an exemplary manner in spite of 
overwhelming odds and a determined enemy. Under ceaseless and accurate fires, 
members of the ODA continued to treat wounded USSF and KKA, rally the KKA, and 
provide security for the entirety of the friendly forces. This exemplary performance 
continued under fire for approximately three hours, all the way up to the point of 
evacuation south of the village. (Exhibits E, G). 
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7. {SHFVEY) Recommendations. In view of the above findings, | recommend: 


a. {SHEVEY) No adverse action be taken against any US forces participating in 


a as all applicable laws and guidance were followed 


regarding the use of force during the operation. 


b. (SHEVEY) 


14(a), 1.4(b), 3.5¢ 


c. (SHEVEY) be recognized for their valor in the f 
odds. Specifically, | recommend special recognition for 
assuming command and leading the ground force to safety i 


continuous fire. | recommend recognition for is valor while 

continuously exposing himself to fire while moving his ates to safety and directing 

lifesaving air-to-ground engagements. | ning teat ition for for 
elf 


overwhelming 
r gallantry in 
four hours of 


his valor in continuing to administer lifesaving tre: to his teammates while ignoring 


enem pio |e | 35  |forhis 


his own wounds and continuously exposing 

valor in disregarding the risk to his own lif iB aid to vie |e directly 

contributing to 35c survival in spica severe, life-threatening wounds. [35c] 
35c | for his valor in running into the “kill zone” of an ambush, in order to save wounded 

KKA. | 35c... Jfor his valor in g to provide aid and shielding 

with his own body when coming u nemy fire. Additionally, | recommend 


recognition to the crews of 1.4{a), 3.5¢ for their 
meritorious performance in providing accurate and measured air-to-ground fires in the 
defense of ground forces,..Their actions directly resulted in the safe extraction of 
friendly ground forces ile} eir professionalism mitigated the extent of civilian 
collateral damage 
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8. (U) The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at SVOIP: 
aSc 
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